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After 27 years of Spreading knowledge into every 
nook of the old Bass mansion, Sister Mary Ida, librarian 
' of Saint Francis College, must leave it all soon for a 
new career. 

• Her tenure on one of Ihe most picturesque campuses 
In tha country has presented 

the need for en even larger a Paris newspaper reporting 
library structure. But it wit the Kennedy assassination, 
be hard to match what has be**n oven have a duplicate 

done to provit.e an interesting r>f t’ao" ii!o tuiict that~x>i:e:V 
end restful environment fo* fr >3 r.i- 0 M:» 7 ".t. Ti SIsur7da cim- 
study. VVeunTde sure that It 

When Sister Ida came here v .-‘it de nger-T.! . , There 


m ■ t dantw-v;. 


With the college staff in 1341 j is' a sample, too, of the.AIcr 


from Lafayette the institution’.* ino: 
llbraiy was confined to one ryv 
room of the manse. Since then piet 
It has expanded in an orderly TToTT 
and unique way through all 35 fVT. 
rooms of the building — three 
floors and sub hasp*. sent. Most J 
recently it invade J what u : ed [ 
to bo the college conservatory j 
o£ music on the top floor — j 
a great domed chamber that j 

XSSI, *-gFgi\ 

c r a ”T,i tern co.nve-.wa into 
pVlc .e has beeri ^ sludy and 

n. seventb-hea\ cn otjbe 

directly ^ t u t S&ag3Li 

_ r. T] SrfeTws t>een j 

^ . evaluate \ 

¥ ser £ U ? . Sa said it might \ 

vi -k u v Sister Ida 5<uu > i 

be called -fabulous^ 1 

• 1 • rr-bt, has been ber special 1 

l-'rc 

■ includes 1 

.‘that there were J * — — 1 
yvmkets. _ . I 

’ ^ a combined library 

everything fatnSy 1 and a| 

. about the Kennedy ^ a f ha3 

collection of through the 

been made 


lnont iim h ’? used in the Ken 
r.' vv t- nir;' il ii'oii" v.v a i 
pictorial record of engrave; 


Well indoctrinated as they 
are in the techniques of library 
management, the library staff 
is mystified by the thorouvh-- 
tTess^~THF7rracF‘.ve!l rc-'oorch 
and its Truiv. vIThin suci'. n._ 
r. Tiff ' period o r y cjlL-boma of 
TiiS approaches for material 
wero tasteful and directly to 
TFTo principals' Involved while 
others wero routed through de- 
vious channels — all with ef- 
fective returns. 

A Washtnrrt.injnortuary cup- 
plle3 the panics of ffirifiTf eefi" 
n i cK\ns_ v. S o-mpl Tc-3. r ic _ « vj?j 
, jnencs^ to iIio'pie'i'oHi'a !■ xfv, 
but" declined to" taa ale ng 
their autographs. John Van 


hours to prepare thv exec- 
utive’s body for viewing. 

President Kennedy’:; tody 
sva moved from Bellas to 
lli ,h inj ton in a bronze casket 
— ' somehow It vTST 
In shipment and wa.» leplaced 
by a Marsel! tri maltogeny cof- 
fin. The disposition c’ tl^ dam- 
aged casket was desc ribed ns 
“classified .inforr.iabon.” 


ligenauer c. >■ " .•-•VT’*] Hoescn. Edward Strotel and ! 
•■■■•ofk on the leftering— * Thomas Robinson worked three | 


VO&. et /u ijutxy. 

^There is ;;n autograph 
ia the collection from the 
Very Kcv. Oscur Hub* 
or t’.M., who giivn tlio 
last riles to the dying jin s- 
ident, r.toag v.itl. :i ropy 
of hts remarks on sent* 
of the day. 


Wayne man 


bT Black- 


STAT 


Mackiccll Makes 
A Fabulous Gift j 

Blackwell’s is perhaps the 1 
most profound single contribu- • 
Won to the library which lias 
been endowed from abroad by ; 
friends of Sister Ida and mem- j 
bers of the library staff and 
others who ch-.-o Saint Francis 
as a worthy depository for ma- 
terials pertaining to the Ken- 
nedy s. 

By reason of his contribu- 
tion, Mr. Blackwell has be- * 
come an official researcher for 
the college's Kennedy Library. 

Whatever one needs to know 
about the late president may 
be found there and as in Arling- 
ton Cemetery,. a lamp glows 
day and night on the second 
floor to mark this treasure of 
massive research. 

It Is a part of the college’s 
working library and students 
make use of it often. The news- 
paper clippings have been mi- 
crofilmed for permanency and 
the artifacts made available 
by Ei.-.cfcwoH are being cata- 
0 lo Kued «s time permits. There 
•ft ™ C V° or more volumes of 
r Blackwell’s work to come. \ 

. Friends of Sister Ida pro- 
Vldcd a special edition of the 
Irish News published after the 
president's memorable visit to I 
''Irish cousins’’ and a copy of l 


2)anrtfc/ ll!>. 
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. One may view ?. plctura of 
the trauma Ki -,i MT.’: . d 

Myhibrvj f TiOt-'oTuil Hi ~U.?ndT- 

where s iTrl’edr. r wort : r i f iutiie- r 
ly over the dying president. 
There- arc copies d the tme 
bills t.;sued against Lee Har- 
vey Oswald ar.d Jack >Ruben- 
steinj Ruby. 
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stone fo r , he ° s «ccl !he / 

1 n) oriaI. ne Jeff.-rson Jr» / • 
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COLLECTOR OF PRESIDENTIAL MEMORABILIA 1958-197# fo 
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT THRU PRESIDENT CARTER ° . 
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